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PMMSY: Empowering India's Fisheries Sector and

Rehind the bustle of  a fish market lies
a world of works-connecting fishers.

fish farmers, ice-plant workers,

transporters and traders in a chain of

livelihoods that stretches far beyond the

water's edge. This connection between

production, storage, transport and sale

is central to understanding the fisheries

sector.

In India, fisheries sustain nearly three

crore livelihoods, with particular

importance for coastal and marginalised
communities. Their contribution extends

from household incomes and food

supplies to employment and export

earnings. The sector's significance,

therefore, cannot be measured by the

size of the catch alone. It also lies in the

opportunities connected with bringing

that catch to market.

This is where the idea of the blue

economy becomes relevant to everyday
life. In fisheries, it means linking the use

of aquatic resources with food, work and

income, while protecting those resources

for the future. The water matters, but so

do the people and businesses whose

livelihoods depend on it.

Beyond Marine Fisheries

The familiar image of fishing is a boat

returning to shore. Yet  a substantial part

of the sector's activity also takes place

away from the coast-in ponds and

reservoirs where fish are reared.

Fisheries development includes inland

areas, Himalayan and North-Eastern

States and Union Territories, alongside

coastal and marine regions. This

broadens the reach of the sector beyond

communities traditionally associated

with sea fishing.

Supporting production across these

different settings is one of the purposes

of the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada

Yojana (PMMSY), launched in 2020. Its

coverage includes improved fish-rearing

practices, training, disease monitoring
and facilities that connect production
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Blue Economy

66 From ponds and fishing boats to ice plants, transport services and markets,

fisheries support a world of work that extends far beyond the water's edge.

Fisheries:
The Economy Beyond the Catch

with markets. Support for ponds and

cages used to rear fish in reservoirs

forms part of this effort.

An important question is how to

increase production without using more

land and water than necessary. Some

farming systems filter and reuse water

after removing waste. Another method.

called bio-floc, uses beneficial microbes

that help clean the water and form small

clumps that fish can eat. Although the
techniques differ, both seek to make

more efficient use of resources while

supporting fish production.
The range of activities is widening too.

Seaweed cultivation and ornamental

fish rearing offer forms of enterprise

beyond producing fish for food. Support
for these activities recognises that

fisheries are not a single occupation, but

a group of related pursuits with different

requirements and possibilities.

The Work that Follows

the Catch

-Editor

Producing fish is only part of the task.

Preserving its quality until it reaches the

buyer is equally important. Ice, cold

storage and transport may receive less

ICE PLANT

COLD STORAGE

attention than fishing boats or ponds,

but they help connect production with

sale. PMMSY's infrastructure support
covers these facilities, along with fishing

harbours, places where boats unload

their catch, and retail and wholesale

markets

Consider the role of ice. It does not

increase the number of fish caught, but

it helps keep the catch fresh and reduce

spoilage during fishing operations. Its

value lies in protecting what has already

been produced. The same principle
explains why storage and transportation

are important parts of fisheries

development: the journey to market

must receive attention alongside the
work in the water.

These supporting activities also make

fisheries relevant to people who do not

catch or rear fish themselves. Running

an ice plant, operating a transport

service, managing storage or selling

through a fish outlet are distinct kinds of

work. Approved projects under PMMSY

include facilities for each of these

activities, including live fish vending

units, kiosks and markets

This is the wider livelihood connection.

Production creates the need for services,

while those services help producers

reach buyers. A fish farmer's access to

a market and a transporter's business

may involve different occupations, but

they are connected through the

movement of the same produce.

A Journey that Reaches
Overseas

The market for Indian fisheries

produce extends beyond the country's
borders. The six-year review of PMMSY

reports that fisheries export earnings

increased from Rs. 46,663 crore in

2019-20 to Rs. 73,890 crore in 2025-

26. These sector-wide figures illustrate

the growing value of overseas trade

alongside the sector's role in domestic

food supplies and livelihoods.

Exports, however, are not an activity

that begins only when a consignment
leaves India. They are connected to the

work that comes before it: production,

careful handling, storage and

transportation. The scheme's support

also includes quality certification and
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systems for tracking fish through the

stages of production and sale. These

measures sit alongside investments in

the physical facilities that help produce
reach markets.

For the common reader, the connection

is straightforward. A stronger presence

in overseas markets depends on more

than having fish available to sell.

Producers also need links with the

services and buyers that make trade

possible. Export growth and local

livelihood opportunities are therefore

connected through the work carried out

at many stages.

The opportunity is not simply to sell

more abroad, but to improve the

connections through which fishers, fish

farmers and related businesses

participate in the market. Continued
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PMMSY: Empowering India's Fisheries Sector and Blue Economy

support for production and market access is intended to opportunities for higher incomes, while fisheries

contribute to the economy through employment and export earnings.

सभी का अवसर
How PMMSY Helps
the Fisheries Sector
Support from production to markets, livelihoods and sustainability

1 Production Support

Supports fish farming in ponds,

reservoirs and marine fisheries

Encourages better practices

and modern aquaculture.

Cold Chain & Storage

Helps build ice plants, cold storage

and handling facilities to keep fish

fresh and reduce losses.

4 Livelihoods & Communities 5

Strengthens livelihoods for fishers,
fish farmers and coastal and inland

communities.

Sector at a glance

Nearly

3 crore

livelihoods linked
to fisheries

3

HEALTHY OCEANS
PROSPEROUS COMMUNITIES

BRIGHTER TOMORROW

Transport & Markets

Supports transport, fish kiosks,

retail and wholesale markets,

helping producers reach buyers.

ICE PLANT FRESH FISH
COLD STORAGE

FRESH FISH

Digital & Financial Support

Promotes access to credit, insurance,

training and digital services through

sector support systems.

FISH
FORA

BRIGHTER
TOMOR

Sustainability & Future Readiness

Encourages water-efficient fish

farming, better resource use and

sustainable blue economy growth.

Credit Insurance Greener
Practices

Efficient
Resource Use

Training Digital
Services

Fish production:

141.64 to 197.75

lakh tonnes

Sustainable
Growth

Fisheries exports:

46,663 crore

to 73,890 crore
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Making Participation Easier

Access to facilities is one part of supporting

livelihoods. Access to finance, insurance and

collective representation is another

PMMSY provides assistance for Fish Farmers

Producer Organisations, which bring fishers and fish

farmers together and aim to strengthen their

bargaining power. Such support recognises that
production alone does not determine a small

producer's position in the marketplace; the ability to

organise and deal collectively with economic
concerns also matters

The National Fisheries Digital Platform provides a

single digital system through which beneficiaries can

access institutional credit, aquaculture insurance

and other services. It also supports cooperatives and

training. Alongside this, the scheme covers fisher
safety, insurance and livelihood support-needs that

extend beyond raising output or building facilities.

Together, these areas show the different

requirements of people working in fisheries. A pond,

boat or sales outlet is part of the picture. Skills,
financial access and protection against risks are part
of it too.

Keeping the Source of Livelihoods
Secure

The fisheries economy ultimately depends on the

resources that sustain it. Its long-term development

therefore involves not only production and trade, but

also responsible use of water and aquatic life.

PMMSY includes support for resource-efficient fish

farming and conservation, while its coastal village
initiative addresses climate resilience through

infrastructure, livelihoods and facilities for handling

fish after harvest.

This brings the different parts of the sector together.
Better production methods address what happens in

the water. Storage and transport address what

happens afterwards. Markets connect produce with

buyers, while finance, training and collective

organisations support the people involved.

Seen in this way, fisheries are neither only a rural

occupation nor only an export business. They

connect food, enterprise and livelihoods across

several stages of economic activity. Their contribution

to the blue economy lies in these connections-and

in sustaining the aquatic resources on which they

depend.
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MUMBAI PORT AUTHORITY

ADVERTISEMENT NO. DR-20 DATED: 28/09/2026
Applications are invited for the following Class-I & Class-II posts:

Class-l

i Asstt. Executive Engineer (Civil)

ii. Executive Engineer (Civil)

05-02 UR, 01 OBC, 01 SC, 01 ST

13-12 UR, 1 PwBD (SLD, MI)

Dy. Materials Manager 01 UR

iv. Executive Engineer (Telecom/Electronics) 01 UR

v Accounts Officer Gr. I 01 UR

vi Assistant Traffic Manager Gr. I 01 UR

vii. Assistant Estate Manager Gr. I 02-01 UR, 01 SC

Class-II

Asstt, Security Officer 01 OBC

(Compiled by EN Team with inputs from PIВ)

The details are available on MbPA website www.mumbaiport.gov.in (People & Career/Jobs Menu).

a)Candidates applying for the above posts are required to apply online through the link provided on the aforesaid MbPA website.

b)Last date for submission of application and fee payment is 28/10/2026

बेटी बचाओ

स्वच्छ भारत

एक कदम स्वच्छता की ओर बेटी पढ़ाओ
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